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MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

CITY OF BAKER, LOUISIANA 

PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

3325 GROOM ROAD 

BAKER, LA 70714 

October 11, 2016 

6:00 P.M. 

 

The City Council of the City of Baker, Louisiana, met in regular session on October 11, 

2016, with the following members in attendance at the meeting: 

 

MAYOR 

Darnell Waites 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Doris Alexander 

Glenda Bryant 

Pete Heine 

Brenda G. Jackson 

Dr. Charles Vincent 

 

CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Waites presided. 

The invocation was given by Pastor Larry Alexander.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by City Attorney Fabre. 

 

DISPOSITION OF THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The motion was made by Council Member Bryant, seconded by Council Member Heine 

to approve the minutes of the meeting held on September 27, 2016. 

YEAS:  Alexander, Bryant, Heine, Jackson, Vincent 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

The motion passed with a vote of 5-0. 

 

Council Member Jackson asked that the resolution of support authorizing Request for 

Proposals for architectural and engineering services for flood related damage to city 

owned property and infrastructure be added to the agenda. 

 

The motion was made by Council Member Heine, seconded by Council Members 

Bryant/Vincent to add item “3.  Resolution of support authorizing Request for Proposals 

for architectural and engineering services for flood related damage to city owned property 

and infrastructure (Mayor)” under Resolutions and Proclamations to the agenda. 

YEAS:  Alexander, Bryant, Heine, Jackson, Vincent 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

The motion passed with a vote of 5-0.  

 

RECOGNITIONS 

1. Recognize Pastor Larry Alexander & Gretha Alexander for 19 years in ministry in 

 the City of Baker (Mayor) 

The Mayor recognized Pastor Larry Alexander & Gretha Alexander for 19 years in 

ministry in the City of Baker. 

 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTER 

 

RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 
1. LGAP Grant Resolution 2017-2018 (Mayor) 

The Mayor provided an overview of the LGAP grant detailed in the resolution. 
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The motion was made by Council Member Alexander, seconded by Council Member 

Vincent to adopt the resolution. 

YEAS:  Alexander, Bryant, Heine, Jackson, Vincent 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

The motion passed with a vote of 5-0. 

 

2. Proclamation declaring October 2016 Family Health Awareness Month in the 

 City of Baker (Vincent) 

The motion was made by Council Member Vincent, seconded by Council Member  

Bryant to accept the proclamation. 

YEAS:  Alexander, Bryant, Heine, Jackson, Vincent 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

The motion passed with a vote of 5-0. 

 

3. Resolution of support authorizing Request for Proposals for architectural and 

 engineering services for flood related damage to city owned property and 

 infrastructure (Mayor) 

The motion was made by Council Member Jackson, seconded by Council Member  

Vincent to adopt the resolution. 

YEAS:  Alexander, Bryant, Heine, Jackson, Vincent 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

The motion passed with a vote of 5-0. 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
1. Ordinance 2016-27, an ordinance to designate Baker Police Department 

 equipment to be surplus (Mayor) (Introduced 9/27/2016) 

Public meeting was held. 

 

Discussion regarding declaring Baker Police Department service weapons surplus was 

held. 

 

The motion was made by Council Member Vincent, seconded by Council Member 

Bryant to adopt Ordinance 2016-27.  Vote was called for. 

YEAS:  Alexander, Bryant, Heine, Jackson, Vincent 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None  

The motion passed with a vote of 5-0. 

 

BIDS AND PROPOSALS 

 

APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 

CONDEMNATIONS 

 

ANNEXATIONS 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
1. Discuss Ponderosa Garden – 3010 Ray Weiland, Suite A (Mayor) 

The Mayor initiated discussion regarding Ponderosa Garden, stating that it appears that 

business is being conducted at this address without the proper licenses.  He also cited 

concerns regarding the source of water at this address.  The Mayor said there appear to be 

several violations at this address, and that an investigation needs to be conducted.  He 

stated he has apprised the Police Chief of the situation.   
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City Attorney Fabre reviewed and provided an explanation of the ordinances relevant to 

this situation.  Discussion regarding the best course of action to deal with this issue was 

held.  The Mayor asked that the police department shut down all activity at this address.   

 

2. Discuss creating a community garden (Bryant) 

Council Member Bryant initiated discussion regarding a community garden in the City of 

Baker.  She outlined the reasons she feels that the creation of a community garden would 

be beneficial to the citizens of Baker.  Council Member Bryant also stated that grants are 

available for such initiatives, so there would be no cost to the city. 

 

Discussion followed. 

 

3. Discuss refurbishing the surface of the walking path at City Park (Bryant) 

Council Member Bryant suggested a product for refurbishing the surface of the walking 

path at City Park.  The Mayor stated that the limestone to be used to complete this project 

has been ordered, and work will begin in the near future.  He also stated that plans are 

being made for improvements throughout City Park. 

 

REPORTS ON BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
1. Planning and Zoning Commission 

2. Annexation Review Committee  

3. Economic Development Team  

4. Heritage Museum/Related Committees – Council Member Jackson announced 

that Jean Byers, director of the Heritage Museum, is inviting everyone to come to 

the museum October 17 – October 21, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. to Noon for light 

refreshments and fun in celebration of Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  

5. ABC Board 

6. Other Special Committees 

a. Buffalo Festival – The Mayor stated that the committee is looking forward 

to presenting the checks, funds raised at the Buffalo Festival, to Baker 

schools. 

b. Prayer Breakfast 

c. Strategic Planning Committee 

d. Citizens Advisory Board to Law Enforcement – Chief Dunn announced 

that the Citizens Advisory Board to Law Enforcement will meet on the 

third Thursday of October.  

 

NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Admon McCastle, 14056 Brantley, told Council Member Bryant that he has a contact, 

Mr. John Albright, who would be a great help in her efforts to establish a community 

garden. 

 

Council Member Heine stated that he attended the Founder’s Day Celebration at Impact 

Charter Elementary, and that the school is very impressive.  He said that everyone 

involved did a good job, that it was a well put together program.  He encouraged 

everyone in the community to stop by the school and see for themselves what an 

impressive facility they have at Impact Charter Elementary.    

 

Admon McCastle, 14056 Brantley, asked each council member to contact business 

owners in their districts and ask them to sponsor a team in the newly formed basketball 

program. 

 

Tarita Freeman, 1404 Johnston, commended the City of Baker for its response to the 

recent flooding, both during and after the storm.  She said the Mayor, the City Council, 

Police Chief, everyone at the city, did a tremendous job dealing with the disaster.  Ms. 

Freeman stated that these efforts have made the City of Baker proud. 

 

Council Member Vincent asked if the city still has the culvert program.  Administrative 

Assistant Julie McCulloch stated that the city does still have the program. 
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Council Member Bryant stated that she is going to CVS to purchase a copy of the 

Farmer’s Almanac in an effort to be prepared for the planting of the proposed community 

garden. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS     
The Mayor stated that the contractors handling debris pick-up are currently on the second 

run through the city.  He said that debris has been picked up in 95% of the city.  He asked 

that everyone fill out Right of Entry forms, so that the contractors can access debris 

located on resident’s property. 

 

The Mayor announced that the shelter closed on September 30, 2016.  He said the city is 

still working with those individuals. 

 

The Mayor said there’s been no word on the FEMA manufactured homes.  However, the 

city remains persistent in its efforts to address this situation.  He also said that work 

continues on damage/loss reports regarding city property.  This information must be 

submitted to FEMA in order for the city to recover losses resulting from the disaster.  

 

The Mayor said that the Baker Area Sports Association, whose goal is to unite all of the 

Baker area sports teams in an effort to better utilize the community’s resources, is 

working to reestablish the basketball program in the City of Baker.  The Mayor asked that 

everyone support these efforts. 

 

The Mayor stated that road work is slated to begin on various streets throughout the city.  

He said that they are working on Quality of Life and Quality of Place, which have to do 

with public safety and the city’s appearance. 

 

The Mayor commended Dr. Brister and the City of Baker School Board for the job they 

are doing.  He asked that everyone do all they can to support Baker schools. 

 

Council Member Vincent reminded everyone of the upcoming BREC election.  He said 

that Dumas Park on the corner of Lavey Lane and Highway 19 could use a face-lift.  

Council Member Vincent asked residents to keep such issues in mind as the election 

approaches.   

 

ADJOURN 
The motion was made by Council Member Heine, seconded by Council Member Vincent 

to adjourn. 

YEAS:  Alexander, Bryant, Heine, Jackson, Vincent 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

The motion passed with a vote of 5-0. 

 

CITY OF BAKER 

PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 

STATE OF LOUISIANA  

 

I, Angela Canady, certify that I am acting Clerk of the Council for the City of Baker, 

Louisiana, and that the above and foregoing is a copy of the minutes of a regular meeting 

of the Council for the City of Baker, Louisiana held on October 11, 2016. 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Angela Canady, LCMC 

Clerk of Council 
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MINUTES 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

HILLCREST MEMORIAL GARDENS 

CITY OF BAKER 

PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 

STATE OF LOUISIANA  

3325 GROOM ROAD 

BAKER, LA 70714 

October 11, 2016 

 

 The City Council of the City of Baker, Louisiana, sitting as the Board of 

Commissioners for the Hillcrest Memorial Gardens, met in regular session on October 

11, 2016, with the following members in attendance at the meeting: 

 

COMMISSIONERS 

Doris Alexander 

Glenda Bryant 

Pete Heine 

Brenda G. Jackson 

Dr. Charles Vincent 

Darnell Waites 

 

CALL TO ORDER – Commissioner Waites presided. 

 

DISPOSITION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The meeting was called to order and the motion was made by Commissioner Heine, 

seconded by Commissioner Bryant to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 

September 27, 2016. 

YEAS:  Alexander, Bryant, Heine, Jackson, Vincent, Waites 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

The motion passed by a vote of 6-0. 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

3. Discuss price changes based on a price survey from surrounding cemeteries  

 (Waites) 

Cemeterian Donna Allen presented a comparative price analysis study which outlined the 

proposed price increases and the rationale behind them.   

 

The motion was made by Commissioner Heine, seconded by Commissioner Bryant to 

approve the proposed price increases at the cemetery. 

 

Commissioner Vincent raised opposition to the proposed price increases at this time.  He 

cited concerns regarding audit findings at the cemetery as the reason for said opposition. 

 

Discussion followed. 

 

Vote was called for. 

YEAS:  Bryant, Heine, Jackson, Waites 

NAYS: Alexander, Vincent 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

The motion passed by a vote of 4-2. 

 

Discussion regarding audit findings at the cemetery was held. 

 

2. Progress report on clean-up efforts at the cemetery (Waites) 
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Cemeterian Donna Allen stated that there is currently a renewed effort at the cemetery to 

improve the upkeep which will greatly enhance the cemetery’s appearance.  She said that 

cemetery staff is working tirelessly on this initiative.   

 

1. Discuss changes in the regulation of benches in the cemetery (Waites) 

Cemeterian Donna Allen asked that the Board consider changing the rule regarding 

benches at the cemetery.  She stated that she has received numerous requests to place 

benches.  Her suggestion was that the Board establish guidelines/regulations for any 

bench to be placed in the cemetery, and vote to change the existing rule which prohibits 

the placement of anymore benches. 

 

Commissioner Heine asked Mrs. Allen to check with the State Cemetery Commission to 

verify that they allow benches to be placed.   

 

Discussion followed. 

 

OTHER NECESSARY BUSINESS 
1. Monthly Business Report 

Donna Allen submitted a monthly sales report for August 2016. 

The motion was made by Commissioner Vincent, seconded by Commissioner Alexander 

to accept the sales report submitted for August 2016. 

YEAS:  Alexander, Bryant, Heine, Jackson, Vincent, Waites 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

The motion passed by a vote of 6-0. 

 

2. Other Reports 

 

3. Items Requiring Action 

 

ADJOURN 

There was no other business to come before the commission.  The motion was made by 

Commissioner Bryant, seconded by Commissioners Jackson/Vincent to adjourn.  

YEAS:  Alexander, Bryant, Heine, Jackson, Vincent, Waites 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

The motion passed by a vote of 6-0. 

 

CITY OF BAKER 

PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

 

I, Angela Canady, certify that I am acting Clerk of the Council for the City of Baker, 

Louisiana, and that the above and foregoing is a copy of the minutes of a regular meeting 

of the Board of Commissioners for the Hillcrest Memorial Gardens held on October 11, 

2016. 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Angela Canady, LCMC 

Clerk of Council 
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MINUTES 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

BAKER CONSOLIDATED UTILITIES SYSTEM 

CITY OF BAKER 

PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

3325 GROOM ROAD 

BAKER, LA 70714 

October 11, 2016 

 

 The City Council of the City of Baker, Louisiana, sitting as the Board of 

Commissioners for the Baker Consolidated Utilities System, met in regular session on 

October 11, 2016, with the following members attending: 

 

COMMISSIONERS 

Doris Alexander 

Glenda Bryant 

Pete Heine 

Brenda G. Jackson 

Dr. Charles Vincent 

Darnell Waites 

 

CALL TO ORDER – Commissioner Waites presided. 

 

DISPOSITION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The meeting was called to order and the motion was made by Commissioner Heine, 

seconded by Commissioners Bryant/Vincent to approve the minutes of the meeting held 

on September 27, 2016.  

YEAS:  Alexander, Bryant, Heine, Jackson, Vincent, Waites 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

The motion passed by a vote of 6-0. 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Commissioner Heine announced that Ronnie Harris is resigning from LMA.  He stated 

the LMA Board is meeting tomorrow, and that he will provide updates as he receives 

information. 

 

OTHER NECESSARY BUSINESS 
1. Monthly Business Report  

 

2. Other Reports 

 

3. Items Requiring Action 

 

ADJOURN 

There was no further business to come before the commission.  The motion was made by 

Commissioner Jackson, seconded by Commissioner Bryant to adjourn.  

YEAS:  Alexander, Bryant, Heine, Jackson, Vincent, Waites 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

The motion passed by a vote of 6-0. 
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CITY OF BAKER 

PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

 

I, Angela Canady, certify that I am acting Clerk of the Council for the City of Baker, 

Louisiana, and that the above and foregoing is a copy of the minutes of a regular meeting 

of the Board of Commissioners of the Baker Consolidated Utility System held on 

October 11, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Angela Canady, LCMC 

Clerk of Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 


